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A Note About Safety: 

The activities in this book are intended to be done under adult supervision. Appropriate and reasonable caution is required 
at all times. Beware when using all materials and tools suggested in this book, including but not limited to scissors, hot 
glue or objects that could pose a choking hazard. Observe safety and caution at all times. The authors of this book disclaim 
all liability for any damage, mishap or injury that may occur from engaging in activities in this book.

Copyright:

Text and photographs copyright by their respective authors. Namely: Amanda Boyarshinov, Amber Mathison, Christy 
McGuire, Clarissa Hooper, Devany LeDrew, Karen Haynes, Katie T. Christiansen, Kim Staten, Kristina Couturier, Lisette 
Thompson, Nicolette Roux and Sheryl Cooper.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from 
the publisher and authors.

First Edition | 2017
www.PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com

Disclaimer:

The authors of this book are not affiliated with any of the products used or displayed for crafts, activities and ideas.
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Introduction
From mastering the letters of the alphabet to fine motor play, preschoolers are constantly learning about their world 
through hands-on activities. This book will provide lesson plans and hands-on activities centered around a specific theme. 
These are called thematic lesson plans. 

Whether you are a parent, care-giver, or teacher, this book is easy to use. It is a guide to learning with a focus on 
interactive experiences.  Each activity contains a learning objective, material list, and step by step directions.

How to Use This Book
First, page through the lesson plans to get a quick overview of the activities. Decide which activities would best fit the 
age and needs of the children in your care. Sort the activities into different days. It is recommended to read each book in 
the unit every day, but you may plan to focus and go more in depth on one book each day. When making your learning 
plan, consider alternating active activities with quiet activities to provide preschoolers with the opportunity to balance out 
the learning day. Add in open ended indoor and outdoor playtime activities. Use the list on the following pages for ideas. 
Thoughtful planning and interactive activities can make a learning day more enjoyable.

Gather the materials needed for each activity selected. Organizing  materials ahead of time will allow you to focus on the 
play and learning without interruptions. Collect the books needed from the library, your own bookshelves, or purchase from 
a book store. Place the books and materials in large bags, containers, or a designated area. If you have toys or dress up 
items related to the theme set them in a basket and place them in the pretend play area for children to explore.

Finally, do the selected activities with the children. If the learning activity is too difficult or too easy, look for activity 
extensions and ideas for how to modify the activity to provide more support or to extend the learning. Feel free to make 
your own modifications to the activities as you know the children best. Most activities will take anywhere between 15 and 
30 minutes to complete. Take the behavior cues from the children to assess if they are ready to move on or would like 
more time.

Indoor Playtime Activity Ideas
• Beach ball and laundry basket basketball
• Cars in cardboard box tunnels
• Painting and coloring
• Making music with instruments
• Pretending with dolls
• Playing dress up
• Puzzles and board games

Outdoor Playtime Activities
• Sidewalk chalk
• Tossing and catching balls
• Three-wheel riding toys
• Scooping and pouring in the sandbox
• Water exploration with cups
• Swinging and sliding

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Animals
Concepts:

Animals, grass, night animals, animal body parts

Recommended Reading:
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle

In the Tall, Tall Grass by Denise Fleming
Where Are the Night Animals? by Mary Ann Fraser

From Head to Toe by Eric Carle
Is Your Mama a Llama? By Deborah Guarino

Recommended Songs:
Hickory Dickory Dock

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
Like the Animals Do by Jack Hartmann

Beaver Dance Song

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Activities at a glance:

Literacy:
B is for Bear Letter Craft

Animal Beginning Sounds Puzzle
Animal Color Matching

Nocturnal Animals Story Stones

Math:
Sorting Nocturnal Animals

Shape Animals
Favorite Animal Graphing

Animals of All Colors Mini Book
Tall Tall Grass Puzzle

Science:
Baby & Mama Animals

Tall, Tall Grass Nature Walk

Art:
Night Animal Drawing

Brown Bear Paper Plate Mask

Social studies:
Identifying Animal Parts

Fine motor:
In the Tall, Tall Grass Scissor Skills Craft

Spots and Stripes

Sensory:
Grass Sensory Bin

Nocturnal Animals Sensory Bin
Tall Tall Grass Play Dough Activity

Gross motor:
Can You Move Like This Animal?

Feeding an Elephant

Music:
Brown Bear Action Song

Circle Time:
Animal Game

Animal Matching Circle Time Activity

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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B is for Bear

Skills targeted: 
Literacy, art

How to: 
Preschoolers will love connecting the letter B with this 
adorable bear craft. Painting with forks practices fine motor 
work and inspires creativity. Children will review the letter 
sound and name as they craft. 

After reading Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See? 
by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle, introduce the letter B by 
emphasizing the initial sound in the words brown and bear. 
Both of these words begin with the /b/ sound. The letter B 
says /b/.  

Reinforce the letter B sound by asking the children to 
practice making the /b/ sound in different voices, such as 
loud and soft, serious and silly, etc. Young children will love 
this playful letter sound activity. Ask the children to think 
about what other words begin with the /b/ sound. Point out 
a child that has a name that begins with the letter B.  

After the short phonics lesson, provide each child with 
brown paint, letter B template, and a fork.

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See?

Materials: 
• Letter B template
• Brown paint
• Marker
• Googly eyes
• Brown construction paper
• Pink construction paper
• Fork

Have the child use the fork to create a fluffy and furry bear 
by dipping the fork into the paint then smearing the paint 
over the Letter B template.

Let the paint dry to continue assembling the bear. For the 
ears, cut out a large oval and then cut it in half. 

Glue the ears to the top of the bear. Draw on two black eyes 
or use two googly eyes. Finally, cut out a heart shaped nose 
from the pink construction paper and glue it onto the bear 
under the eyes. 

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Skills targeted: 
Literacy, fine motor

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? 

Materials: 
• Animal and Letter Puzzle Pieces
• Printer
• White cardstock
• Scissors
• Envelopes or resealable plastic 

bags

How to: 
This Animal Beginning Sounds Puzzle is a fun way for 
children to practice naming animals and identifying initial 
letters sounds. Through this hands-on activity children 
will also develop fine motor skills and hand and eye 
coordination. As children put their puzzle pieces together, 
they are working on shape recognition and problem solving. 
This beginning letters and sounds activity can be played 
independently, or children can work together with a partner 
to solve the puzzles.

After reading Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle,  make a list of all the 
animals in the book. Model how to identify the first letter 
and letter sound. For example, bear begins with the letter b. 

To prepare for this activity, print the Animal and Letter 
Puzzle Pieces onto white cardstock. Cut all of the pieces 
apart and laminate for additional durability. Divide the cards 
in groups of five and put into envelopes. 

To play, the children will select one envelope and remove all 
of the puzzle pieces. They will match the match the letter 
that the name of the animal begins with to the picture of 
the animal. Once they have successfully put the puzzles 
together, they can continue with another envelope to 
make more matches until they have completed the entire 
alphabet. 

Modifications / extra ideas: 
To extend this activity, challenge children to put the puzzles 
in alphabetical order. To begin, give children five to seven 
(A – E or G) animal and letter cards to put in alphabetical 
order. Then give them five to seven more cards at a time 
until they have put all of the animals in alphabetical order.

Adapt:  
For a child who does not know any of the letters or letter 
sounds yet, begin with the first letter in his or her name. 
Once he or she can recognize that letter, add the remaining 
letters in his or her name. Before adding any more letters, 
have the child practice the letters in his or her name until he 
or she can successfully name all of those letters.

Animal Beginning Sounds

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Animal Color Matching

Skills targeted: 
Math

How to: 
Brown bear, Brown bear, what do you see? In this book-
inspired activity, children will have a chance to play a game 
of spin and match. Will they land on brown bear first or one 
of his animal friends?  This game improves concentration, 
increase short term memory, attention to detail, and the 
ability to find similarities and differences in objects. 

Print out the included printable. Laminating will add 
durability. Attach the paper clip with the paper fastener 
leaving a bit of room for it to be able to spin. 

Have the children spin and match the animal to a 
corresponding one on the sheet. Ask the child to say the 
animal name or make the animal sound out loud as they 
place the markers. 

One child can play this game alone, or two children can 
play together. For two children, use two different colored 
manipulatives. Have each child take a turn spinning and 
covering the animals on the sheet. At the end of the game 
children can compare how many of each type of animal they 
covered. 

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? 

Materials: 
• Printable
• Cardstock
• Paper fastener
• Paper clip
• Gems or other markers

Modifications / extra ideas: 
If gems are not available, any manipulative could work. 
Small animal erasers or stickers with backs still on them 
would work great. If they are the same colors as the 
animals, this could add to the activity as well.

Adapt:  
If the child needs more of a challenge, ask the child to draw 
a graph and record the results from spinning on the graph. 
This can help show the child probability and analyze results 
easily.
 
If a graph is too advanced, simply writing the results on a 
piece of paper could be beneficial as well. 

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Skills targeted: 
Literacy, fine motor

Book based on: 
Where Are the Night Animals?

Materials: 
• Rocks
• Nocturnal animals printable
• Mod Podge

How to: 
Children are great storytellers. Give them story stones 
to create elaborate stories from their own imaginations. 
Storytelling helps develop language as well as social/
emotional skills through role playing. After reading the story 
Where Are the Night Animals? by Mary Ann Fraser, tell the 
children they will make a story of their own. 

Gather rocks, Mod Podge, and the included animals 
printable to make these nocturnal animal story stones. Cut 
out the nocturnal animals and paste them onto rocks using 
Mod Podge. Set aside until the Mod Podge dries. Then it’s 
time to get creative!

Set the stones in an inviting basket or container, and 
allow the children to make their own story about nocturnal 
animals. Explain that nocturnal animals are active at night 
but sleep during the day. Offer paper with this activity so 
that children can draw and write their story. The children 
can also use the paper to draw additional props to go along 
with the story of their nocturnal animals. 

Animals Story Stones

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Sorting Nocturnal Animals

Skills targeted: 
Literacy, math, science

How to: 
Nocturnal animals naturally intrigue children’s interest as 
they realize that some creatures are awake at night while 
we’re sleeping! Using the knowledge learned from the book 
Where Are the Night Animals? by Mary Ann Fraser, this 
sorting activity will help kids understand these creatures of 
the night even better.

While reading Where Are the Night Animals? make a list 
of all the nocturnal animals from the story. Explain to the 
children that nocturnal means awake at night. Model writing 
for the kids by sounding out the names of the animals. 
Some children may be able to help identify the first letter 
they hear at the beginning of skunk and mice for example.

After reading the book and writing the list, reread the 
nocturnal animals’ names for the children. Ask them when 
they think these animals sleep if they are awake all night.

Show the children the provided sorting sheet. This can be 
done as a small group or with each individual child. Show 
that one side of the paper has the sun and says diurnal 
(which means awake during the day) and the other has the 
moon and stars and says nocturnal. Ask the children if they 
remember what nocturnal means.

Book based on: 
Where Are the Night Animals?

Materials: 
• Where Are the Animals? (or 

other book about nocturnal 
animals)

• Paper, pencil or pen
• Provided printable sorting sheet
• Animal toys or pictures of 

animals

Using small plastic animals, pictures of animals, or even 
by drawing the animals, begin to sort creatures by their 
sleeping habits. For example, hold up an owl figurine toy or 
show a picture of an owl while asking if the children think 
the animal is nocturnal or diurnal. Invite the kids to place 
the toy or picture on the appropriate side of the paper. This 
simple sorting activity sets the foundation for mathematical 
sorting based on attributes. 

Adapt:  
More advanced learners can draw the animals on their 
sorting sheet independently

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Skills targeted: 
Math, art

Book based on: 
From Head to Toe 

Materials: 
• Construction paper
• Scissors
• Glue
• Googly eyes

How to: 
Children love to make crafts! Crafting is a great way for 
them to work on fine motor skills, follow directions, be 
creative, and observe details. These animal crafts pair 
perfectly with the book Head to Toe by Eric Carle and make 
a great way to extend the story. 

Read the story From Head to Toe by Eric Carle. Turn back 
to the page with the giraffe on it. Ask, “What animal is this? 
How does it move?” Encourage the children to repeat the 
animals’ movement by bending their necks.  

Explain, “Today we are going to look at the shapes that 
make up the animals’ heads. Eric Carle illustrated these 
pictures by cutting colorful tissue papers cut into shapes 
and gluing them together. Look closely at this giraffe. What 
shapes do you see?” Allow the children to point to the 
shapes as they orally name them. Acceptable responses 
include circles for eyes,  triangles and diamonds for spots, 
and rectangles for the ossicones or the “horns” on the head.

Turn to the page with the cat on it.  Ask the child, “What 
animal is this? How does it move?” Encourage the children 
to repeat the movement by arching their back. 

Ask them to again pay close attention to the shapes used 
to make the cat. Point and name the shapes.  Acceptable 
responses include a circle for the head, triangles for the 
nose and ears, and rectangles for the whiskers. 

Finally, turn to the page with the parrot. Ask the child, 
“What animal is this? How does it move?” Encourage 
the child to repeat the animals’ movement by wiggling 
their toes. Once again, have the child look closely at the 
illustration and name the shapes used to make the parrot.  
Acceptable responses include circles for the eyes and a 
triangle for the beak.

Pre-cut the shapes for each animal. Provide each child 
with the needed materials.  Have them assemble and glue 
independently.  Glue google eyes on at the end.
- To make the giraffe cut one large oval, two rectangles, 
two small circles, and two diamonds out of the yellow paper. 
Cut two small ovals for the nostrils and a variety of tiny 
diamonds and triangles for the spots.
- To make the cat, cut one large circle and two triangles 
out of blue construction paper. Cut six thin rectangles, two 
ovals, and a tiny half circle out of white paper. Cut a small 
triangle out of pink for the nose. 
- To make the parrot, cut one large circle out of red 
construction paper. Cut one medium oval and one tiny circle 
out of yellow. Cut one small circle and two triangles of 
different sizes out of blue construction paper.        
  

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Make the shape animals into a costume headband for story 
retelling. Tape two sentence strips together and wrap to 
fit the child’s head. Tape to secure the shape animal to the 
headband.

Shape Animals

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com
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Favorite Animal Graphing

Skills targeted: 
Math

How to: 
Children will graph their favorite animals and analyze the 
results. They will learn about their preferences as well as 
their friends. They will use math terms including more than, 
less than, and equal. 

Write the names of each child on a 3x5 index cards. Lay the 
cards face up on a flat surface where children can see and 
reach.

Read the story From Head to Toe by Eric Carle.  Discuss the 
animals in the book.  Ask children to name  their favorite 
animal. After hearing from a few children, say, “{Name of 
child} liked {name of animal} and {Name of child} liked 
{name of animal}. I wonder which animal would be the 
favorite of our class? How do you think we could find out 
this information?” 

A bar graph is the easiest graph for children to create 
and interpret.“We will make a graph today to find out 
which animal our class likes the most. A graph is a way to 
organize information for us to see.” 

Write the question, “What animal does our class like best?” 
on a sentence strip. Place it at the top of the pocket chart. 
Select two animals from the story such as the monkey and 
elephant. Write the names of the two animals on different 
note cards. Sketch a quick drawing on the selected animals 
on an additional two note cards. Place the names on the top 
of the pocket chart with the sketch of the animal directly 
after the word. 

Book based on: 
From Head to Toe 

Materials: 
• Pocket Chart
• 3x5 Index cards
• Sentence strips
• Marker

“For this graph, you may pick which animal you like best. 
Think about the choice in your mind. Decide if you like the 
monkey or the elephant more. When it is your turn, come 
pick up your name card and put it below the animal’s name 
that you like best.” 

Call each child to pick their name card from the pile and 
place it in the pocket chart bar graph below one of the two 
animals named. If completing this activity with only one 
child, invite family members to participate. 

Once all children have completed the graph, review the 
data. Invite children to help count how many names are 
under each animal. Discuss which animal has the most and 
the least name cards underneath. Use the words more than 
and less than. Have a child identify the animal the class 
likes the best. 

Licensed to: [Francesca Brown - admin@blossomdayhomes.com] - PreschoolUnitLessonPlans.com



17

Skills targeted: 
Literacy, fine motor

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? 

Materials: 
• Printable
• Scissors
• Crayons in various colors
• Stapler

How to: 
Children love to read books they’ve created themselves! 
This activity is beneficial for exploring color words and 
identifying animals. Children will also practice fine motor 
and pre-reading skills as they color and read their books. 

Print out one book for each child and cut the pages to size. 
Once the pages have been cut, allow children to be a part 
of the book-creating process. Teach them how to order 
the pages by number, stack the pages neatly, and bind the 
spine (use a stapler to hold the pages together). Liken this 
to how a real book is put together. Take the time to look at 
a few books and observe the pages, spine, and cover of the 
book.

After learning about the book making process, have the 
children read the pages of their own book (or have an adult 
helper read to/with  them). Invite them to partake in the 
illustration process by coloring the pictures in their books as 
well. Talk about the jobs of author and illustrator and how 
each person contributes to the book in a unique way.

This booklet can be done in one sitting or complete a few 
pages a day over the course of a week.

Modifications / extra ideas: 
These can be printed and laminated. Children can then color 
in with dry erase markers or crayons to turn this activity 
into one that can be done over and over.

Adapt:  
Children can use a marker to trace over the color words. 

Animals of All Colors
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Tall Tall Grass Puzzle

Skills targeted: 
Math

How to: 
Puzzles are great for developing spatial reasoning skills. 
As children try to decipher where each piece of a puzzle 
belongs, they are strengthening their problem solving 
abilities. Making a puzzle can be just as much fun as solving 
one!

To make a puzzle based on the book In the Tall, Tall Grass, 
gather green craft sticks, animal stickers, and a craft knife. 
Purchase colored craft sticks or paint plain ones green. Only 
an adult should use the craft knife. 

Place several popsicle sticks flat on a table and let the 
children place stickers across the surface of the sticks. 
These will be the animals hiding in the tall, tall grass. 
Stickers should be placed so that they overlap onto different 
popsicle sticks. 

Once the children are finished placing the stickers, an adult 
helper should use a craft knife to cut the puzzle apart. Cut 
through the stickers that overlapped onto different sticks. 
This will create a puzzle!

Store popsicle stick puzzles in a plastic baggies. Allow 
children to swap puzzles with friends to solve new ones.

Book based on: 
In the Tall, Tall Grass

Materials: 
• Green craft sticks
• Animal stickers
• Craft knife (adult use only)

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Place magnets on the back of the popsicle sticks to allow 
them stick to a vertical metal surface (such as a refrigerator 
or magnet board). Working on a vertical surface is a great 
way to increase arm strength. 
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Skills targeted: 
Science, pre-writing

Book based on: 
Is Your Mama a Llama?

Materials: 
• Paper
• Pencils or crayons
• Baby and Mama Printables

How to: 
After reading Is Your Mama a Llama? by Deborah Guarino, 
explain to children that baby animals come from mother 
animals that are the same animal species. A mother cow 
will always have a baby cow. Sometimes there are special 
names for the babies. For example, a baby cow is called a 
calf.

As a whole group, brainstorm a list of the names of baby 
animals. Use Is Your Mama a Llama? as a guide. Use 
the same pattern in the writing so that the children can 
recognize the sight words while reading.

A baby bat is called a pup.
A baby swan is called a cygnet.
A baby cow is called a calf.
A baby seal is called a pup.
A baby kangaroo is called a joey.

Point out that some baby animals of different species are 
called the same name when they are babies. Dogs, bats, 
and seals all have pups. Add the children’s ideas to the list. 
Some of them may know the names for baby farm animals 
and/or pets.

Once the list is complete, reread it with the children. Point 
to each word while reading.

Give each child a copy of the Baby and Mama printable. 
Invite the children to pick one sentence from the list to 
write and draw on their own paper. Children may need help 
writing the words. Ask them to help identify the first letter 
in the words as they write. 

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Cut the list into words for children to put in a pocket chart. 
Leave the list available for children to re-read. 

Adapt:  
More advanced writers may be able to complete the 
sentences independently by looking at the list. 

Baby & Mama Animals
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Nature Walk

Skills targeted: 
Science

How to: 
The best science experience for children is the chance to get 
out and explore for themselves. After reading In the Tall, 
Tall Grass, children will be excited to spend time observing 
the grass for themselves. Observation is an important 
science skill.

If there is an area of tall grass nearby, get permission 
to take the children or do this observation in a yard. 
The famous naturalist Aldo Leopold noted that we have 
no business traveling to look at nature until we have 
thoroughly observed the nature around our own home. 

Be aware of what animals and plants could be present that 
may harm children. Snakes, ticks, biting insects, and poison 
ivy are common dangers. Make sure children are wearing 
long pants, closed toed shoes, and insect repellent. Check 
the area ahead of time for poison ivy and make sure the 
children know how to avoid it. 

Give children containers such as plastic bags to collect 
any non-animal specimens they find. Let the children take 
cameras or have the adults in the group on call to snap 
pictures of any interesting finds that cannot be carried 
away. Children can also carry clipboards, paper, and pencils 
to draw pictures of what they see.

Book based on: 
In the Tall, Tall Grass

Materials: 
• Containers for saving treasures
• Child’s camera
• Notebooks
• Bug spray
• Long pants and closed shoes
• Field guide

Once at the grassy field, encourage the children to find 
a place to sit quietly and watch what is happening in the 
grass. 

When they have finished the observation, do a quick check 
for pests like ticks which may be along the edges of clothing 
or in hair.

Back inside, use the specimens the class has gathered to 
make a display. Print and add the pictures that were taken. 
Talk about what plants and animals were observed. Add 
a field guide. Although most preschoolers are not reading 
yet they may enjoy finding floral and fauna pictured in the 
guide. 
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Skills targeted: 
Art, fine motor, science

Book based on: 
Where are the Night Animals?

Materials: 
• Black paper
• Crayons
• Star stickers

How to: 
Explore the differences between night and day with children 
through a simple art project. They will be fascinated to 
see how different their drawings look when done on black 
paper instead of white. This is a science and art project that 
provides great fine motor practice and the opportunity to 
experiment with how color works.

Before you begin, read Where are the Night Animals? to 
give the children ideas about what animals are active at 
night. Another fun book to read would be Night Animals by 
Gianna Marino.

Give each child a sheet of black paper and access to an 
assortment of crayons. Make sure to include black and 
white. Encourage them to draw nocturnal animals that are 
mentioned in the book. If possible, sit down and draw with 
them to provide a model and to help them maintain interest 
in the project longer.

Ask which animals the children are choosing to draw. What 
colors are those animals? How easy is it to see a black 
animal at night? How easy is it to see a white animal at 
night? Tell the children that black paper absorbs all the light. 
At night there is very little light. White paper reflects all the 
light. On a sunny day the sun gives us lots of light in all the 
colors to reflect off of everything. Which makes it easier 
to see? What are the advantages of being an animal in the 
night time? What are the advantages of being an animal in 
the day time?

When the children have finished their pictures, let them add 
star stickers to complete the night time look and put their 
masterpieces on display.

Night Animal Drawing
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Paper Plate Mask

Skills targeted: 
Art, fine motor

How to: 
After reading Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 
by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle, children will create their 
own brown bear mask to wear. They can wear their masks 
as they reread and retell the story. They can also look 
through their masks to describe what they see. This book-
inspired character craft is not only a creative art project, but 
it’s also a great way for children to develop their fine motor 
skills.

To begin, children will paint a paper plate with the brown 
paint. After the paint dries, they will cut three brown circles 
out of the brown construction paper. They will glue two of 
the circles on the top of the paper plate for the bear’s ears. 
They will glue the other circle on the bottom of the paper 
plate for the bear’s muzzle. Children will cut a small black 
circle out of the black construction paper and glue it in the 
middle of the paper plate for the bear’s nose. They will then 
draw a “w” with the black marker under the nose for the 
bear’s mouth.  

With help, children will cut two small eye holes above 
the nose so they can see through the paper plate. They 
will then punch one hole on each side of the paper plate. 
Children will cut two pieces of yarn, thread one piece 
through each hole, and tie a knot to secure it to the paper 
plate. They will tie the yarn together so they can wear their 
brown bear masks.

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See?

Materials: 
• Paper plate
• Brown paint
• Paint brush
• Brown and black construction 

paper
• Scissors
• Glue
• Black marker
• Hole punch
• Yarn

Modifications / extra ideas: 
To extend this activity, children can create paper plate 
masks for the other characters in the book. They can wear 
their masks as they act out the story as it is read.

Adapt:  
For children who haven’t developed their fine motor skills 
yet, precut the circles out of the construction paper or help 
them cut by using hand over hand support. 
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Skills targeted: 
Social studies

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? 

Materials: 
• Printable
• Cardstock
• Clothespins
• Scissors
• Laminator (optional)

How to: 
Do bears have wings? Do children have tails? These cards 
will give children a chance to identify the body parts of 
different animals, pay attention to details, and work on fine 
motor skills. Try this fun activity after reading Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What Do You See?

Print and cut out each card. Optionally, laminate the cards 
to help them last longer.

Use one card at a time. Give children several clothespins 
and have them observe the pictures. Can they find each 
of the features listed on the card? Mark the ones they find 
by clipping them with a clothespin. There are one or two 
animal parts that do not belong on the anima on each card. 
Encourage the children to pay close attention to the details 
of the picture to see if they can find the features that do not 
belong.

Modifications / extra ideas: 
If the cards are laminated, kids can mark off the body parts 
that do not belong with a dry erase marker. 

Adapt:  
Each animal part has a word which can be used at sight 
words if the child is at that level.
If your child is at this level, a separate piece of paper could 
be used to create sentences regarding each animal. For 
instance, the bear has a nose, ears, and a tail. Bears do not 
have wings.

If sentences are too much, lists could be made. For 
instance, start with the bear and list the body parts that 
pertain. 

Identifying Animal Parts
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Grass Scissor Skills

Skills targeted: 
Fine motor

How to: 
Encourage fine motor and language skills with this simple 
scissor skills activity inspired by the story In the Tall, Tall 
Grass. Young children will work on hand eye coordination 
and small motor control while creating their own unique 
scenes of animals in the grass.

Depending on child’s ability, either provide pre-cut magazine 
images of various animals found in the grass or provide 
several magazines the child can look through. If able, 
children can use scissors to cut images out themselves. 

On a sheet of construction paper, glue the animals onto the 
paper. Use this time to talk about the various animals the 
child chose to put in their grass scene to build language and 
vocabulary skills.

Next, provide the child with a green sheet of construction 
paper.  Have the child cut several vertical lines leaving about 
an inch or so un-cut at the very bottom. These vertical 
strips will be the blades of grass. Encourage the children to 
continue cutting strips of grass in the construction paper.

Write, “In the tall, tall grass I see....” at the bottom of the 
green construction paper and glue the un-cut part of the 
green construction paper onto the piece of paper with the 
animals on it. 

Book based on: 
In the Tall, Tall Grass

Materials: 
• Scissors
• Green construction paper
• Glue
• Magazine cut-outs

Continue building language skills by inviting the children 
to say “In the tall, tall grass I see...” and gently pulling 
down the strips of green construction paper to name all the 
animals they find hiding in the grass.

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Instead of cutting out animals from magazines, use stickers 
or have child draw animals with markers or crayons.
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Skills targeted: 
Fine motor

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See?

Materials: 
• Orange, black, white, yellow, 

and brown construction paper
• Glue

How to: 
Explore the animal kingdom with children with this quick 
and easy activity. While ripping paper for these animal 
inspired pages, children will work to strengthen their fine 
motor muscles which will improve their small motor control. 
They will also be learning to recognize various animal 
markings.

Explain to the children that different animals have different 
markings. One may have stripes while another animal may 
be known for its spots. The children will begin to understand 
that these markings are not uniform, therefore, no two 
stripes are the same even when they’re both on the same 
tiger. Each marking has a uniqueness to it that makes it one 
of a kind.

Explain to the children that these markings are a lot like 
paper when it is torn. It is impossible to tear a paper 
exactly the same way twice. Each attempt will have its own 
variation, even if it is slight.

To prepare the activity, each child should be given various 
colors of construction paper. While any color can be used, 
the colors for the most common animals are orange, black, 
white, brown, and yellow.

When they’re ready, ask the children if they know which of 
their colored papers belong to a tiger? A zebra? A giraffe?

To create the animal inspired pages, simply have the 
children rip their construction paper. For the tiger and the 
zebra, have the child rip their black construction paper into 
strips of varying lengths and widths to be glued onto the 
orange and white papers as stripes. For the giraffe page, 
have the child rip the brown construction paper into spots 
of all different shapes and sizes to be glued onto the yellow 
construction paper as giraffe spots.

Spots & Stripes
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Grass Sensory Bin

Skills targeted: 
Sensory, literacy

How to: 
Sensory bins are excellent for allowing children to learn 
through play. They invite children to explore using their 
sense of touch and sight. They encourage conversation and 
provide vocabulary-building opportunities. And most of all, 
they are well-loved by children of all ages! 
 
Shred the crepe and brown paper into strips to look like 
grass. Shredding is great fine motor work - encourage 
children to help in the process!

Write on the name of each animal on sticky notes and mix 
the animals into the grass. Explain to the children that the 
animals are now hiding in the tall, tall grass (just like in the 
book!). 

Stick one note on the table at a time and have the child 
search in the grass for the animal whose name is on the 
paper. 

Children might also like unstructured playtime with the 
sensory bin. Be sure to allow ample time for self-guided 
learning and playing with the materials in the bin. Keep 
the book available to refer to, as many children enjoy 
reenacting scenes from the books into their play activities. 

 

Book based on: 
In the Tall, Tall Grass 

Materials: 
• Sensory bin
• Shredded green crepe and 

brown paper
• Post its sticky notes
• Various animals
• Pen

Modifications / extra ideas: 
The animal names could be written on cards and included 
in the mix of the sensory bin. Children can pull one card out 
and search for the corresponding animal in the sensory bin.

Adapt:  
Have the child pick an animal from the sensory bin and 
write the name of the animal on a card or piece of paper. 
The kids can also write a sentence including the animal 
name. 
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Skills targeted: 
Sensory, fine motor, language, 
animal science 

Book based on: 
Where Are the Night Animals? 

Materials: 
• Shallow dish or tray
• Dried black beans
• Plastic nocturnal animals
• Blue gems
• Plastic trees

How to: 
Children really love learning about nocturnal animals 
because these are animals that they may not see very 
often, if at all, out in nature. Combine this interest in 
nocturnal animals with a hands-on sensory bin for lots of 
fun and learning!

Start this activity by talking with the children about what 
it means to be nocturnal. Explain to them that there are 
animals that are active and awake during the day and that 
there are animals that are awake and active only at night 
time. Animals that are active during the day are called 
diurnal animals and animals that are active in the night are 
called nocturnal.  

Ask the children to think of several animals that they think 
are are more active at night. Have them list the differences 
in lifestyles between animals that are diurnal and nocturnal. 
Record the answers. 

To make the sensory bin, place the black beans and blue 
gems into a shallow dish or tray. These will be the ground 
at night and water for the kids to use with the nocturnal 
animals. Next add some environmental items like plastic 
trees or rocks and the nocturnal animals. There are many 
nocturnal animals but some common ones that children love 
are bats, owls, coyotes, cougars, raccoons, and skunks. 

Set out the sensory bin and let the children explore. They 
will have so much fun playing and pretending while they 
learn about the animals of the night!

Animals Sensory Bin
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Tall Grass Play Dough

Skills targeted: 
Sensory

How to: 
There is so much to find in the tall, tall grass! This 
play dough activity will give children a chance to play 
cooperatively and identify the typical types of animals that 
hide in the grass.

Put children in pairs and hand one child a large ball of green 
play dough along with several toy animals that are found 
in the grass (ants, spiders, snakes, bugs, etc.). The child 
will do their best to hide the animals inside their green 
play dough. This will take a good amount of kneading and 
poking, which is fantastic fine motor work! 

Once they have hidden the animals well into the dough, 
they will hand it off to their partner. The partner will then 
squish around the dough to try to find as many of the 
hidden animals as possible! Once all the animals have been 
found, the partner now gets the chance to hide the animals 
throughout the dough and pass it back for the first partner 
to try to find.

After each child has had a chance to both hide and find the 
animals in the play dough, meet together to discuss the 
activity. What animals did they find hidden in the tall, tall 
grass (play dough)? Were some harder to find than others? 
Have they ever seen any of these animals in the grass in 
real life?

After the activity, leave the play dough along with the 
animals on a table for students to explore in more open-
ended activities. They may choose to model the grassy 

Book based on: 
In the Tall, Tall Grass

Materials: 
• Green Play Dough
• Small toy animals or insects

scenes from the book or play the animal hide and seek 
game again!

Play Dough Recipe

1 cup of flour
1 cup of water
2 teaspoons cream of tartar
½ cup salt
1 tablespoon of oil
Food coloring, powdered tempera paint, or liquid 
watercolors (for color)

Stir all ingredients together and cook over medium-high 
heat for 5 minutes. (You can choose to use food coloring, 
powdered tempera paint, or liquid watercolors to dye the 
play dough. Add as much as you desire to get the right 
color). Allow time for the dough to cool before kneading. 
This recipe makes enough for 4 students. Store in an 
airtight container. 
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Skills targeted: 
Gross motor, circle time, literacy

Book based on: 
From Head to Toe 

Materials: 
• A copy of the book From Head 

to Toe
• Index cards
• Marker

How to: 
This fun activity will help children be aware of the different 
ways that animals move while also strengthening listening 
skills and turn taking. It would be good with a group of 
children during music and movement or circle time.

Gather children in a group and explain that they are going 
to listen to the book From Head to Toe. Tell them that as 
the pages are turned a new animal will be featured. The 
children must use their listening skills while the words are 
read. Then, it will be their turn to move like that animal. 
When they hear, “Can you do it?”, they reply, “I can do it!” 
Repeat this for each animal on the page.

Close the book and tell the children that they are now going 
to choose the animals that everyone will move like. Get 
out the index cards and explain that as their names are 
called, the children will say the name of an animal and it 
will be written on an index card. Once an animal has been 
chosen, the name is written on a card, but only once. This 
encourages the children to use their listening skills and 
remember what animals have already been chosen.

Once the names of all the animals have been written on the 
index cards, shuffle the pile. Explain that as the card is held 
up, they are encouraged to try to figure out the name of the 
animal. Call out each letter. If no one recognizes the word, 
tells what it is. Say, “Can you do it?” and invite the children 
move like that animal and reply, “I can do it!” just like when 
reading From Head to Toe.

When the game is finished, invite the children to the table. 
They will draw their favorite animal and the movement the 
animal does. If they are not yet writing words, they can 
dictate to an adult who will then write it on the paper.

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Have photos of different animals on the walls near the 
circle time area. Point to one of the animals and invite the 
children to move like it. 

Move Like This Animal
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Feeding an Elephant

Skills targeted: 
Gross motor

How to: 
Take on the big job of feeding an elephant in this easy to set 
up gross motor activity.

To set up this activity, find a large plastic bin or a tall 
laundry basket that can be used. From construction paper, 
cut out a set of large elephant ears and a trunk. When 
creating the trunk, cut two long strips of paper, tape them 
together, and fold them accordion style before taping it 
along with the ears onto the basket. For the elephant’s 
eyes, either find a large set of googly eyes or create two out 
of black and white construction paper and tape those onto 
the basket as well.

When presenting the activity to a group of children, explain 
that elephants are very large animals that need a lot of food 
to eat. Each child should be given bean bags that they can 
toss into the basket in order to feed the elephant.

Start out by giving each child a few chances to toss their 
bean bags into the basket from a fairly short distance away. 
As the children get the hang of aiming their bean bags into 
the basket, move the point from which they throw further 
and further away.

Once the children have finished, ask them if they can think 
of any other large animals that eat a lot.

Book based on: 
From Head to Toe

Materials: 
• Laundry basket or large plastic 

bin
• Construction paper
• Bean bags

Modifications / extra ideas: 
To increase the difficulty level slightly, have the children 
in the group alternate between using their right arm for 
the throw and their left.  Also, have them try a few tosses 
overhand while the next few underhand.
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Skills targeted: 
Music, literacy

Book based on: 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See?

Materials: 
• Copy of the book Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear, What Do You See?

How to: 
Turning a favorite book into a song is a wonderful way to 
retell a story. This Brown Bear Action song is a great way 
to extend the story Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? This activity has musical benefits, gross motor 
benefits, and even helps with reading comprehension.

After reading the story, tell the children that they are going 
to act it out. Model the motions and encourage the children 
to join in. Some children may not want to participate the 
first time. This is not uncommon. The more comfortable 
they feel with the song, the more they will feel comfortable 
to join in. In other words, by practicing this a few days in a 
row, there will be more participants by the end of the week 
then there were at the beginning.

Have children sing this story to the tune of “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star.” When they get to the word see, have 
them point to their eyes. Model the action for each of the 
animals. Practice the motions once before the song, then 
put them together:

Brown bear – Bring up arms and shoulders
Red bird – Flap wings
Yellow duck – Waddle around
Blue horse – Gallop
Green frog – Hop and ribbit
Purple cat – Arch back
White dog – Move like a dog and bark
Black sheep – Walk on all fours
Goldfish – Make a fish face

Teacher – Point to the adult

Make sure there is plenty of room for the child or children to 
move around. This song will have some silly moments and it 
is best to encourage the children to have fun with it.

Brown Bear Action Song
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Animal Game

Skills targeted: 
Circle time, Listening

How to: 
Help children recall the story From Head to Toe by playing 
this fun game as a circle time activity.

After reading the story, ask the children to close their eyes 
and to use their brain to help make a picture in their minds. 
Use the descriptions below to describe each of the animals. 
Other details can be added as well.

Slowly describe the animal then, once finished, the children 
can open their eyes and give an answer.

I can turn my head side to side. The way that I walk is 
called a waddle. Who am I?
(Penguin)

I am a tall, yellow animal with a long, long neck. Who am I?
(Giraffe)

I am a fierce animal with horns on the side of my head. I lift 
my shoulders up wide and high. Who am I?
(Buffalo)

I have a long curly tail, and I wave my arms above my 
head. Who am I?
(Monkey)

I spend much of my time in the water, and I can clap my 
hands. Who am I?
(Seal)

Book based on: 
From Head to Toe

Materials: 
• Copy of the book From Head to 

Toe

I stand on my two legs, and I thump my chest. Who am I?
(Gorilla)

I have whiskers, and I am arch my back. Who am I?
(Cat)

I am green with big, sharp teeth, and I wiggle my hips. Who 
am I?
(Crocodile)

I have a hump that stores water, and I bend my knees. Who 
am I?
(Camel)

I am gray with long ears, and I kick my legs. Who am I?
(Donkey)

I have a trunk, and I stomp my foot. Who am I?
(Elephant)

This game can also be played in small groups as child learn 
to cooperate and take turns with one another.

Modifications / extra ideas: :
If it is an older group, instead of having the children answer 
together, ask them to raise their hands once they think they 
know the answer. Call on a child with a raised hand to give 
an answer.
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Skills targeted: 
Circle time, literacy

Book based on: 
Is Your Mama a Llama 

Materials: 
• Pairs of plastic animals 
• Copy of the book Is Your Mama 

a Llama?

How to: 
Gather a group of children for circle time. This animal 
matching activity will strengthen listening skills as the 
children hear the book being read and try to figure out 
what comes next. Verbal skills will be strengthened as the 
children identify animals and their sounds out loud.

Have plastic animals handy for the activity. Before reading 
the book, explain that they will hear rhyming words. Share 
a few rhyming words as an example. Tell the children to 
listen carefully as the book is read. Explain that they will be 
especially listening for the rhyming words since those words 
will help them guess the animal. This book is interactive, 
keeping the children’s attention as they listen carefully and 
then participate verbally.

When finished with the book, tell the children that they are 
going to get a plastic animal. Explain that they need to hold 
the animal tight in their fists so no one sees it. Make sure at 
least two children get the same animal. Remind the children 
that they must wait quietly until it is their turn.

Now tell the children that when their names are called they 
will open their fists and say, “My animal is...” and identify 
it. Then they will ask who else has the same animal. The 
two children will meet in the center of the circle holding out 
their matching animals. The children will say the sound that 
animal makes. Ask the children if they can think of words 
that rhyme with that animal’s name. Keep going until all the 
animals have been shared.

When finished, place all of the animals in the middle of the 
circle. Sing the song Old MacDonald Had a Farm using the 
animals that are in the circle. This activity reinforces the 
names of the animals and the sounds that they make.

Modifications / extra ideas: 
Place the animals in trays of paint and let them walk the 
animals across paper at the art table.

Have non-fiction books about animals available and read 
some of them during future circle times.

Animal Matching
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